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SUBJECT: FRENCH CINETHEODOLITES TO CHINA-IL 1502 

REF: (A) OECD PARIS 29639, (B) COCOM DOC (72) 2528 

1 . UNDER DATE OF DECEMBER 6, USDEL HAS AT LAST RECEIVED 
PROMISED FRENCH REPLY. TRANSLATION OF ESSENTIAL PORTION 
FOLLOWS. 

"IN REPLY TO YOUR LETTER OF JUNE 9, 1976, EXPRESSING 
THE DESIRE OF YOUR AUTHORITIES TO BE INFORMED OF THE 
END USE OF 3 CINETHEODOLITES DELIVERED TO CHINA, I HAVE 
THE HONOR TO ADVISE YOU THAT THESE DEVICES HAVE BEEN 
INSTALLED ON THE AIRPORT SYSTEM OF THE CITY OF TIENTSIN 
WHOSE ESSENTIALLY CIVIL PURPOSE IS BEYOND DISPUTE. 

THE INSTALLATION WAS CARRIED OUT UNDER THE TECHNICAL 
RESPONSIBILITY OF FRENCH EXPERTS. 

"UNDER THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, THERE IS NO REASON TO FEAR 
A DIVERSION OF THESE CINETHEODOLITES TO MILITARY PUR- 
POSES. IN FACT, THEY ARE DEVICES OF LIMITED RANGE, 
DESIGNED FOR THE TRACKING OF NEARBY MOVING OBJECTS. 
(MOBILES RAPPROCHES) BECAUSE OF THIS, IT WOULD BE 
DIFFICULT TO USE THESE DEVICES FOR THE TRACKING, FROM 
THE AIRPORT SYSTEM OF TIENTSIN, OF MOVING OBJECTS 
TRAVELING IN THE VICINITY OF OTHER DISTANT MILITARY 
AIRFIELDS. 
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"FINALLY, NO ADDITIONAL EQUIPMENT PERMITTING THE USE OF 
THESE DEVICES WITH RADARS OR COMPUTERS HAS BEEN SHIP 
PED TO CHINA TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE FRENCH AUTHORITIES, 
IN ANY EVENT FROM FRANCE. 

"SINCE THESE DETAILS RESULT FROM A THOROUGHGOING INVES- 
TIGATION, YOU WILL SURELY UNDERSTAND THAT IT WILL NOT 
BE POSSIBLE FOR THE FRENCH AUTHORITIES TO OBTAIN FUR- 
THER INFORMATION." 

2. COPY OF FRENCH REPLY IS BEING POUCHED TO PRACHT. 
TURNER 
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